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CLUB NIGHT PROGRAMME 
Starts 7:30 pm promptly 

 
 
 

5 October : Jo Greenman – East Harbour Regional Park 
Achievements and goals for East Harbour Regional Park, including the new strategy for deer 
control in the Northern forest post DNA scat survey, this year’s planting season, dynamic lake 

Kohangapiripiri, stock removal, fire risk and house restoration at Baring Head 

12 October: Open Night. 
Please bring around 15 or so of your photos to share with the members. 

Sales Table run by Graeme Lythgoe. Bring your cash and your saleable items. 

19 October: Peter Laurenson, FMC – Tararua tramping adventures 
Peter has been tramping in and photographing the Tararua Ranges for 25 years. His presentation 
skims over routes spanning much of the terrain. For Tararua newcomers it’ll provide a source of 

trip ideas. For the fully indoctrinated it’ll be a nice trip down memory lane, but mostly visualised in 
nice photographic light rather than clag and horizontal sleet. 

Also, for those who placed an order, Dennis will be passing on copies of Peter’s 2023 Calendar – 
TARARUA. . 

26 October : Kate Brownsword – Any skiing is better than no skiing 
The headlines screamed: “worst season at Ruapehu for decades”, but even with limited snow, 

there was still skiing to be had and fun to be made. Kate Brownsword reviews the winter of 2022 
at the club’s lodge, plus a look back at the bunkroom rebuild 10 years ago.  

2 November : Craig Stevens – Frozen oceans: exploring beneath Antarctica's ice shelves 
and what it means for the seas around Aotearoa New Zealand. 

 Craig is an oceanographer based in New Zealand with a joint position at NIWA and as a 
Professor at the University of Auckland. His research focus is on extreme ocean environments like 

Antarctic oceanography, tidal turbulence, marine heatwaves and greenhouse gas uptake in the 
Southern Ocean. A past President of the New Zealand Association of Scientists, Craig has 

participated in 14 Antarctic field campaigns and nearly 50 ocean experiments.  
 

 
FORTHCOMING TRIPS 

 

TRIP CATEGORIES 

Tramping 

D Day walk or evening stroll 
T Overnight or longer tramp 

     Dog Friendly 

      Moonlight Walk 
Grade 1  Relaxed pace with plenty of rest stops. All terrain types may be encountered, 

occasionally off-track. Duration depends on the terrain and conditions, but is 
usually for no more than 6 hours per day. 

Grade 2  Steady walking pace with regular snack and drink breaks. Terrain may vary from 
flat river valleys to ridges above the bush line. Off-track travel may be involved. Up 
to 8 hours walking time per day, depending on conditions. 

Family Family trip.  Very relaxed pace with plenty of rest stops.  Suitable for small children. 
WP Working Party.  Overnight or for a day.  Voluntary work on HVTC Ruapehu Lodge 

or a conservation project. 
RL Based at Ruapehu Lodge, Whakapapa 
Instr Instruction 
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BIKING SCHEDULE 
for Tuesday Evenings - 6.00 pm 

Helmet essential 

OCTOBER 

Date Grade The Ride Leaders Phone 

11  
Easy    

Interm. Cannon Point Phaedra Upton 021 0232 6726 

18 
Easy County Lane Explore Silverstream Jackie West 027 473 9199 

Interm Blue Mountains Circuit Graeme Lythgoe 027 430 0492 

25 
Easy    

Interm Rangituhi Trails Andrew Fisher 022 312 1713 

NOVEMBER 

1 
Easy    

Interm Turakirae Head Andrew Robinson 586 2438 

8 
Easy Melling Hutt Valley Tiki Tour #1 Pat Tristram 569 6705 

Interm Wainuiomata MTB park Andrew Robinson 586 2438 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

SALES TABLE 
12 October 

Please bring along items that you wish to donate to this effort.  Home baking and preserves are 
especially welcome. Garden produce is also popular so bring along all the excess from your 

vegetable garden. Everyone else bring some cash to purchase some goodies with. 

NOTES 
Where there is no leader given for a trip, please contact the Trip Coordinator to volunteer to lead a 

trip, either as shown or an alternative. 
 

     

OCTOBER 
     

8 – 9 T2 Waiohine Rd end - Cone – 
Totara Flats circuit 

Chris McMillan 569 9019 

Sun 9 D1 Newlands Meander Tony & Jo 021 228 4430 
     

10 – 14 RL October School Holiday week 2 Kate Brownsword 027 562 0177 
     

15 – 16 T1+ Mitre Flats & Mitre  Anna Davison 021 244 2413 
Sun 16 D1 City to Sea Emma Dobbie 027 252 5045 
Sun 16 D2 Orongorongo Fitness Tramp Tania Hatfield 022 053 5604 

     

Tue 18 WP Matiu Somes Julie Lewis 526 7271 
     

Thu 20 D1  Mountain House Loop Graeme Lythgoe 479 6630 
     

22 – 24 Labour Weekend 
  

21 – 24 T1+ Parawai-Kime-Penn Creek Chris & Jackie 528 4697 
20 – 25 T2 Leslie Karamea Nick McBride 021 410 551 
Sun 23 D1    

     

Sun 30 D1 Cattle Ridge – welcome to our 
visitors 

Marina Skinner 021 792 260 

 D1+ Orongorongo Valley & welcome 
to our visitors 

Patrick 
Fotheringham 

021 042 5007 

     

NOVEMBER 
     

5 – 6 T1    
Sun 6 D1+ Puke Ariki Traverse Marina Skinner 021 792 260 
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RUAPEHU EVENTS 2022 
In Out Event  

Mon 10 Oct Fri 14 Oct 
October School Holiday 

week 2 
Contact Kate Brownsword 

027 562 0177 

This list doesn’t mean that you have to go on an organised trip. There are plenty of other 
opportunities to use the lodge throughout the winter season for skiing, climbing, ski touring or just 
relaxing. Just pick a time, contact the booking officer (details listed above) then come on up. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 
 

OCTOBER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS  
Ssssh don't tell anyone! 

The best kept secret on the mountain 
Bluebird days - and few people on the mountain. Families are thinking about summer sports and 

the child-free stay away because it's the holidays. For the last few years, we've had a week or 
more of bluebird weather at this time and few queues. 

Come and join us at the lodge with the best view and newest facilities. 
 

School holidays 2nd week : 10 - 14 October 
contact Kate Brownsword or 027 562 0177 or email the.brownswords@xtra.co.nz 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

INTRODUCTORY TRIPS FOR NEW PEOPLE ON 30 OCTOBER  

On Sunday 30 October we are running two introductory trips for people interested in joining the 
club.  

Marina Skinner is leading a D1 trip along Cattle Ridge in the Orongorongo Valley.  

Patrick Fotheringham is leading a more adventurous D1+ trip with some off-track travel in the 
Orongorongo Valley.  

The trips are also for club members.  

This is the third year we have run introductory trips. Last year 16 new people came on our trips 
and seven people followed up by joining the club.  

It’s a good opportunity to promote the club, and we’ll again so some advertising. Marina will have 
posters to put up around the valley – please contact her on marinaskinner@xtra.co.nz if you can 

help distribute them.  

Please come along to support the trips and welcome prospective members.  
 
 

mailto:marinaskinner@xtra.co.nz


5             BJFM/H&V/Vol75/No09 
 
 

FROM THE GENERAL COMMITTEE 
 

From the General Committee:                                                                             September 2022 

Our new committee has had two meetings thus far and are settling in, getting up to speed. 
 
At our September meeting and following relaxation of Government covid traffic light system, we 
reviewed the covid rules for trips both tramps & bike rides and:  

• The General Committee agreed to follow Government guidance to relax Covid rules 
for the club. 

• Club members are not required to wear masks at club nights or in the club van. 
• Members do not need to be vaccinated to take part in activities. 
• We support people to continue wearing masks if they prefer. 
• Members should stay home if they are unwell. 

Phaedra Upton   - secretary@hvtc.org.nz 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 

Please welcome back returning member Helen Kettles. We look forward to enjoying more days in 
the hills with you. 

Doreen Courtenay 
Membership Officer 

 

IN MEMORY : SUE CADE  

 

Former club member, Sue Cade, lost her life in a boating accident at 
Kaikoura on 10 September. 

Sue was an HVTC member for several years, and some of you will 
remember adventures with her in the Tararua Range, in the Southern 
Alps and elsewhere. Most memorable were her kayaking and caving 

trips, on which she shared her energy, love for the outdoors and great 
care for everyone. 

 

 

 

mailto:secretary@hvtc.org.nz
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TRIP REPORTS 
 

MOONLIGHT SOUTHERN CROSSING  

13-14 August 2022 
Andrew Robinson 

 

I’d been toying with the idea of doing another moonlight Tararua southern crossing for a while so 
with the second half of the winter schedule having some gaps I decided it was time to act. I 
checked the phases of the moon and saw there was really only one opportunity left this winter, the 
middle weekend of August. Nothing for it but to schedule a trip for that weekend and hope and 
pray for suitable weather. Two weeks out I put an email out and within a few days I’d had 
responses from seven people, a mix of some willing and able, some willing but not able and some 
not sure. In the end it was just two who joined me, Dave Hanley and Catharina Fisher. 

A week out and the forecast looked hopeful. Last time I did a moonlight southern crossing the 
forecast changed from good to okay as the time approached, but this time it went from good to 
excellent. Transport fell into place too, with Andrew Fisher available to take us to Otaki Forks and 
to pick us up from Kaitoke.  

With the last part of the road to Otaki Forks once again closed by a slip I knew we had a bit of a 
walk just to get to Otaki Forks. Fortunately a foot track had recently been put in across the slip and 
the extra only amounted to 40 minutes. 

After crossing the swingbridge over the Otaki River 
and doing the short stretch of river terrace we started 
on the long, slow climb to Field hut. The three of us 
took turns at leading and we were all of similar 
speed. We met plenty of people taking advantage of 
the beautiful weather, some of them day trippers, 
others overnighters. It took two and a half hours to 
get to Field hut where we had lunch in the sun then 
set off for Kime hut. Just after Field hut was the first 
snow, but there was less snow than when I was last 
there, in the snow, Queen’s birthday Monday in 
2019. It wasn’t until a couple of hours later that the 
snow was of any consequence. Snow covered the 
track for about the last three quarters of an hour, but it was soft enough to not need crampons. It 
took seven hours from the carpark on the Otaki Gorge Road to Kime hut.  

I had planned on having a break of about three hours at Kime hut, but once we’d had our heat-
and-eat tea Catharina asked if there was any reason why we should wait around. It would mean 
leaving before the moon was up, but since we had 6-7 hours ahead of us to Alpha hut I figured the 
sooner we left the sooner we’d get to Alpha hut and hopefully get some sleep. We left at 10 to 7, 
with crampons on, ice axes out, well wrapped up, but not over-dressed as we had a small climb 
up Field Peak to begin with. The climb took 15 minutes by which time the moon was up. It wasn’t 
reflecting much light, so perhaps we could have left a bit later to give it time to rise, but visibility 
was still very good. The snow was soft in places, but not the same issue it was the other time I did 
a moonlight southern crossing. At 5 to 8 I got a surprise when I saw the memorial cross on Mt 
Hector. There was a massive accumulation of ice on the cross, giving it a distorted shape. The 
marker poles on the way to Kime hut had had a greater accumulation of ice on them than I’d seen 
before, but it was still a surprise to see the amount of ice on the cross. 

 
Near Bridge Peak 
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We’d done 1.5 km to Mt Hector in an hour and 
five minutes which I thought was good going. 
There was next to no wind so we spent 15 
minutes enjoying the spectacular views before 
moving on. An hour later we stopped for 
another 15 minutes to admire the views from 
Atkinson. Might as well make the most of it I 
figured. I think it was between those two peaks 
that we encountered an extended stretch of 
soft snow which was hard work. I do know 
(from my gps) that half an hour after Atkinson I 
had a short unplanned break. The soft snow 
and the tussock combined to trip me up. I did 
a face plant and rolled a couple of metres 
down the hill. I’d been very careful on the 

occasional stretches where a fall could have serious consequences, but got tripped up, literally, by 
a safer section. Dave gave me a quick look over and said I had a bit of a scratch on my forehead 
and nose, but that was it so I’d got off lightly. There was more of the soft stuff intermittently over 
the next half hour then it pretty much disappeared, from a combination of there being less snow 
and what snow there was solidifying with the drop in temperature. From Mt Hector it had been 
sub-zero and got as low as minus 3. 

Catharina led most of the time and made sure we stopped every hour. At the stop after Atkinson 
Catharina and Dave spotted torches near Winchcombe. On the last climb of the leg, up to Alpha, it 
was clear there were others following us. They got to Alpha at the same time as us, half past 
twelve. The four of them, from Victoria University, had come from Waiohine via Neill Ridge. They 
had probably done a similar distance to us, but with more ups and downs. We were told others 
from Victoria University had gone from Waiohine to Alpha hut so our arrival in the early hours of 
the morning wouldn’t be completely unexpected. 

We had turned our torches off a bit before Alpha and left them off for the descent to the bushline 
near Alpha hut. I remembered from the 2020 SK traverse that it took half an hour from Alpha to 
Alpha hut, but in the snow it took fifty minutes. All up it took six and a half hours from Kime hut to 
Alpha hut. The hut was reasonably full, but fortunately there was room for all of us.  

We slept until about 8 o’clock by which time the sun was shining, but it was the same temperature 
inside and out. We were in no rush so we took our time getting ready to leave. We left just after 10 
o’clock which by my estimate would see us at Kaitoke at about 5:30. Most of the route out would 
be along Marchant Ridge and I’d heard horror stories of Marchant Ridge even before I moved to 
Lower Hutt. I’d been up it twice before and figured going down it wouldn’t be too bad. Half an hour 
from Alpha hut was Hells Gate which was pretty tame – about 20 minutes down and 10 minutes 
up so I don’t know where the name comes from. We then started on Marchant Ridge. The track 
along the ridge was not difficult and the ups and downs were not big, but it was quite tedious, 
perhaps from the lack of views. When we did get views we also had some wind so the window of 
good weather had closed. We managed to find a slightly sunny spot for lunch, but it wasn’t warm 
so it was a short break. I’d worked out that at the rate we were going we wouldn’t get to the end 
by 5:30 so shortly afterwards when we got to the Block XVI track down to the Tauherenikau River 
I suggested it would be quicker if we went that way. When it was pointed out that it would mean a 
climb near the end I figured we might as well stick to the original plan. The tedium continued for 
another couple of hours until just after Marchant when we reached The Burn. Not long after The 
Burn the track left the ridge and descended to the site of the former Dobson hut where we had a 
break. Catharina discovered there was occasional cell phone coverage so she sent a text to 
Andrew to let him know what time we were expecting to be out. While that was happening, I 
received a text from our SAR contact Bob wanting to know if we were out yet. I replied that we 
had an hour and a half still to go.  

We left the old hut site at 5:00 and managed to walk for about an hour before we needed to get 
our torches out. We then got onto a greasy section of track which slowed me down if not the 

 
Memorial cross Mt Hector 
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others. We eventually reached the road end at 6:50 making it closer to 9 hours than 8 since Alpha 
hut, but pleased to have finished. I didn’t feel too bad considering we’d been on the go for 25.5 of 
the preceding 33.5 hours.  

Many thanks to Catharina and Dave for sharing a memorable trip with me and thanks to Andrew 
for the transport 

Andrew  

As a postscript, the day after the trip I developed two black eyes and the following day they were 
even worse. I looked like a panda for a week. 

 

KAPAKAPANUI HUT 

3-4 September 2022 
Andrew Robinson 

 
The club does the Kapakapanui loop as a day trip fairly often but I thought to be different I’d do it 
as an overnight trip. It has a big climb so we’d still be getting plenty of exercise and for additional 
interest we’d see if we could find Possumers hut, not far off the main track getting towards the top.  

Doc Watson and Tom Halliburton signed up and when they arrived in Tom’s car at my place on 
Saturday morning it was raining lightly. The forecast wasn’t great but they were happy to proceed. 
It was an hour’s drive to the start of the track where it was still raining lightly. A quick change out 
of travelling clothes and we were off. 

From the carpark it was five minutes to 
the Ngatiawa River. The track crosses the 
river a few times before starting on the big 
climb and if we couldn’t get across then 
we’d have to abandon the trip because 
the river wasn’t going to be dropping any 
time soon. The first crossing was about 
knee deep and straightforward. The next 
crossing was deeper and we should have 
linked up to cross but we didn’t. We got 
across okay but Doc being shorter got wet 
shorts. If any of us had been swept off our 
feet there probably would have been no 
consequence beyond getting quite wet, 
but if there had been much more water it 
could have been a different story. We 
linked up for the next crossing which 
turned out to be somewhat easier than the previous one and the last crossings were fine solo. 

Half an hour after the carpark the climb started. With 900 metres of height to gain we were facing 
three hours or so of continuous climbing. We stopped at half past ten for morning tea which was 
only a five-minute break because it was cold and damp. When we resumed we just kept plodding 
on, pausing every now and then to regroup. When it got to half past eleven Possumers hut was 
looking like the place to stop for lunch so we kept going. I was using my phone to monitor 
progress as it is more tolerant of moisture than my gps, but it got too wet and not unexpectedly 
decided to stop responding. The problem was likely to be wet fingers rather than wet phone so I 
wasn’t concerned. When I reckoned we were getting close to the 900 m contour that Possumers 
hut was supposed to be on I got my gps out. I wasn’t expecting the side track to be marked but 
hoped it would be reasonably clear when we reached it. I didn’t fancy plugging the coordinates 

 
Ngatiawa River 
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from my notebook into my gps with water 
dripping everywhere. At the right elevation the 
track turned right but it looked to me like there 
was a faint track to the left. Tom agreed so we 
followed it and two or three minutes later found 
ourselves at Possumers hut. It’s a solidly built 
two bunk hut and we were glad to get out of the 
weather.  

Over lunch I got an updated forecast on my 
phone which worked fine once I’d wiped it dry. 
Based on the forecast we decided we’d have 
an extended lunch to give the rain a chance to 
clear before carrying on. We put on dry clothes 
but found it difficult to warm up. Despite three 
layers of merino, a down jacket, beanie and 

neck scarf I felt colder at 8 than I had at -3 doing the moonlight southern crossing. Tom got out 
his sleeping bag and I was tempted to do the same but decided I’d just put up with the cold as 
best I could so that I kept things dry.  

We finally got going again at half past two and it was only forty minutes more of ascent, just 
enough to warm up but not overheat. We were out of the bush for a while, so it was good that the 
rain had stopped and there wasn’t much wind. From the top it was an hour to Kapakapanui hut, 
and it was empty. There had been one other car at the carpark when we started so I thought there 
was a good chance there would be other people at the hut. I’d thought of a few possibilities of 
what the occupants of the car had done, but not the one that the hut book told us. There had been 
people at the hut the previous night, most likely the occupants of the car. With the six-bunk hut to 
ourselves we could each have a bottom bunk, but when I discovered the mattresses were too long 
I took a top bunk. The hut was reclad, reroofed and relined in 2019 so it was nice and tidy. It was 
also warm enough that we didn’t bother with a fire. 

Sunday was a pleasant contrast from Saturday. We had an easy two- and three-quarter hours out, 
all downhill and good weather the whole way. After seeing no one on Saturday we saw several 
people on Sunday. Someone with a dog passed by the hut just before we left and we met another 
couple of groups along the way. There was a steep and sometimes slippery section towards the 
end, so my trekking pole got some action. When we got to the river it was somewhat lower than 
on the way in so there were no problems crossing it. There were five or six cars besides Tom’s 
when we got to the carpark so lots of people were taking advantage of the good weather. While 
the weather wasn’t great on Saturday the fine day on Sunday was sufficient compensation. 

Andrew 

 

CARTERTON - HOLDSWORTH RIDE 

Saturday 17 September 2022 
Graeme Lythgoe 

 

We met at Carterton in frosty conditions and it was a calm and sunny morning with a fine forecast 
- very different to the weather we had been experiencing lately.  

We rode out along Belvedere Road to Fensham Reserve where we stopped for morning tea. Then 
we swung back to Chester Road and headed for Holdsworth. There were not many cars so we 
could relax and look up at the Tararua Range which looked cold and uninviting with cloud and s  

 
Possumers hut 
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now remnants making for unpleasant 
conditions.  The forecast NW winds 
were increasing but we found a 
sheltered spot for lunch and enjoyed 
the warm sunshine. 

The ride back is of course nearly all 
down hill so with the wind assistance it 
was a quicker and easier ride back to 
Carterton. We enjoyed a coffee at Wild 
Oats before departing. 

Last time I did this ride (several years 
ago) there were no e-bikes, this time 
four, (50%) and I reckon in a few year's 
time everyone will be on one!! 

 

Riders were: Leena Stowell, Michael 
Grace, Helen Lukes, Paul Haines, John Smeith, Gerard McGreevy, Russell Oliver and me. 

Graeme 
 

SUNDAY SPEEDY SPECIAL 

18th September 2022 
John Simes 

 
24 of us took our chances on Sunday the 18th  to see 
what are mostly new tracks in the Speedys creek part of 
Pareraho Forest.  As leader, part of the joy was noticing 
a certain excitement amongst the group at being in new 
territory so close to home. While from start to finish it 
was a good 6 hour day, we did move at a gentle pace 
with plenty of time for views, morning tea, storytelling 
and enjoying the various accoutrements such as swings 
and seats along the way.  

Another joy was to be able to anticipate a summer return 
(scheduled for March) to the area when a water play 
version of the trip is planned. This will involve traversing 
a neat canyon and visits to a brace of waterfalls with 
plunge pools, just perfect for cooling off on a hot day.  

Special thanks to Jamie Stewart and Russell Hailes (not 
members yet!) for their dedication in creating these 
tracks and to Derek and Elaine Richardson and Graham 
White who all joined me the previous week to check the 
viability of the walk. Also thanks to Anna Liao for sending 
me a lovely set of images from the day, two of which are 
attached. 
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John 
 

PHOTOGRAPHIC FILLERS 
 

Here are a number of images from recent trips, borrowed from the club’s Facebook page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Botanical images from Marina Skinner. 
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More snowcraft from Anna Davison 

 

 

The views expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Hutt 
Valley Tramping Club. Any queries or comments should be directed to the writer of the article. 
Contributions to the Hills & Valleys are welcomed and encouraged but all are accepted on the 
understanding that the Editor has the authority to make minor changes if deemed necessary, refer 
back to the contributor for amendment, or return the contribution for amendment by the Writer. 

 

 

 


