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CLUB NIGHT PROGRAMME
Starts 8.00 pm promptly

4 August : Dr Marcus Vandergoes – The Answer lies in the Mud – unearthing the history of
New Zealand lakes.
The health of New Zealand lakes is central to New Zealand’s environmental, economic and
cultural well being. Many lakes are not monitored and their health status and history is poorly
known. Marcus (GNS Science) and Dr Susie Wood (Cawthron Institute) and their colleagues
have been sampling and analysing water samples, lake bottom sediment and lake sediment cores
from over 300 lakes in New Zealand. They will share initial findings. Also of interest to trampers
will be magnificent images of some of New Zealand’s most rarely accessed lakes.
11 August : Peter Laurenson – KHUMBU Pathways to Kinship
Peter is about to publish his book KHUMBU Pathways to Kinship. His story encompasses seven
trekking journeys spanning more than thirty years to Khumbu, the Nepalese gateway to Mount
Everest and home to the Sherpa people. His story is also about a journey to kinship between a
Kiwi family and a Sherpa family; a journey through tourism expansion, the emergence of guided
climbs to the summit of Mount Everest, economic and technological development and
environmental, cultural and political change; and a journey shared by a father and each of his
three sons. It also carries a message that is well timed as we slowly work our way to the far end of
the COVID tunnel.
18 August : David and Liz Crook – South Island bike trail rides
Liz and David will give a Zoom presentation about several South Island bike trail rides, using
mainly videos. These include the new Lake Dunstan trail and the Alps to Ocean trails. Also, the
Lake Dunstan trip before there was a trail!. The aim is twofold. Firstly, to show the trails, and
secondly, to demonstrate some different techniques of producing videos of trips.
Sales Table run by Graeme Lythgoe. Bring your cash and your saleable items.
25 August : John Rhodes – 2021 HVTC photo competition
Well-known tramper, cyclist and photographer John Rhodes from the Wairarapa will present the
2021 club photo competition and announce his selection of the winners and runners-up in each
category. John has shown his own excellent photographs to the club in many presentations over
the years. It is a pleasure to welcome John to present comments and tips on efforts by the club’s
photographers.
1 September : David Barnes – Lewis Pass to St Arnaud
David will talk about a New Year trip by the Whisky Connoisseurs' Tramping Club from Lewis
Pass to St Arnaud. It was a week of mostly good weather, crossing four 1800 metre passes with
great mates.
FORTHCOMING TRIPS
TRIP CATEGORIES
Tramping
D
T
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Day walk or evening stroll
Overnight or longer tramp
Dog Friendly
Moonlight Walk
BJFM/H&V/Vol74/No07

Grade 1 Relaxed pace with plenty of rest stops. All terrain types may be encountered,
occasionally off-track. Duration depends on the terrain and conditions, but is
usually for no more than 6 hours per day.
Grade 2 Steady walking pace with regular snack and drink breaks. Terrain may vary from
flat river valleys to ridges above the bush line. Off-track travel may be involved. Up
to 8 hours walking time per day, depending on conditions.
Grade 3 Brisk pace with few drink and snack breaks. Terrain encountered is as for grade 2
trips but the distance travelled is usually much further. More than 8 hours walking
time per day.
Family
Family trip. Very relaxed pace with plenty of rest stops. Suitable for small children.
WP
Working Party. Overnight or for a day. Voluntary work on HVTC Ruapehu Lodge
or a conservation project.
NOTES
Where there is no leader given for a trip, please contact the Trip Coordinator to volunteer to lead a
trip, either as shown or an alternative.
AUGUST
tba
Round the Bays
Graeme Lythgoe
479 6630
7–8

Sun 8
14 – 15
Sat or Sun
Sun 15
21 – 22

Sun 22
23 – 27
Tue 24
27 – 29

Sun 29
30 – 3
SEPTEMBER
Sat tba
4–5
Sat & Sun

3

TARARUA FP – WAIRARAPA
T1
Tutuwai Hut
T2
Marchant – Block XVI – Tutuwai
Hut
D1
Explore Matiu Somes Island
D1+

Powell in the Snow

D1

Trip required

T1
T2
D1
ski

Trip required
Trip required
Putangirua Pinnacles
Ruapehu - Club Week 2
Moonlight walk – Upper
Hutt River Trail
TARARUA FP – WAIRARAPA
T1
Trip required
T2
Aokaparangi Biv via MidWaiohine
D1
Cannon Point Walkway
ski
Ruapehu - Club Week 3 (Juniors’
and others)
Martinborough - Ponatahi
Bushey Park
Bushy Park day walks
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John Evans

020 4166 4410

Julie Lewis

021 293 2118

Mike WespelRose

027 562 6341

Marina Skinner
Booking Officer
John Evans

021 792 260
027 451 2587
020 4166 4410

Andrew Robinson

586 2438

Neil Hickman
John Simes

04 380 1192
027 464 1824

Helen & Paul

589 7484

Dennis Page

970 6901

KHUMBU Pathways to Kinship
Peter Laurenson’s book is endorsed by the FMC Mountain & Forest Trust and the NZAC DOW
Hall Fund. Leading New Zealand mountaineer Guy Cotter has kindly written the Foreword and
wrote this about his photographs ‘The images are wonderful to the point I find myself looking so
deeply into them that I feel like I am actually there again, slightly short of breath, but full of
gratitude.’
Special offer to FMC members
FMC members get 20% discount - so $56, plus free freight in NZ, by quoting coupon code FMC01
at the shopping cart on https://www.batemanbooks.co.nz/shop/. The website buy facility will be
live from 2 August.
Peter will bring a couple of samples of his book to his presentation on 11 August so people can
hold them and take a look. If they like it, they can simply go on line next day and order a copy
from Batemans at the discounted price, posted to their door.
Copy (signed?) to take away on the night
If anyone wants a copy to take away on the presentation evening, which Peter is happy to sign if
that's what you would like, then please make payment of $69 (RRP is $69.99) by 30 August to
account 15-3971-0056131-10 and put your name and HVTC (or UHTWC) in the reference field.
Then he'll know to bring a copy along for you.
You can also see more of Peter’s Khumbu images here
https://albums.excio.io/profile/Occasionalclimber?collection=KHUMBU%20landscapes
or at his own website
https://www.occasionalclimber.co.nz/browse-images-2/roof-of-the-world/

UPCOMING EVENTS
SALES TABLE 18 AUGUST
Please bring along items that you wish to donate to this effort. Home baking and preserves are
especially welcome. Garden produce is also popular so bring along all the excess from you
vegetable garden. Everyone else bring some cash to purchase some goodies with.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RUAPEHU EVENTS 2021
In

Out

Event

Fri 13 Aug

Tue 17 Aug

Ladies Long Weekend

Mon 23 Aug

Fri 27 Aug

Club Week 2

Mon 30 Aug

Fri 03 Sept

Mon 13 Sept

Fri 17 Sept

Mon 04 Oct

Fri 08 Oct

Mon 11 Oct

Fri 15 Oct

4

BJFM/H&V/Vol74/No07

Club Week 3 (Juniors’ and
others)
Club Week 4 (Veterans and
All-comers)
October School Holiday
week 1
October School Holiday
week 2

Contact Booking Officer
027 451 2587
Contact Booking Officer
027 451 2587
Contact Neil Hickman
04 380 1192
Contact Russell Oliver
021 245 9596
Contact Kate Brownsword
027 562 0177
Contact Booking Officer
027 451 2587

This list doesn’t mean that you have to go on an organised trip. There are plenty of other
opportunities to use the lodge throughout the winter season for skiing, climbing, ski touring or just
relaxing. Just pick a time, contact the booking officer (details listed above) then come on up.
---------------------------------------------------------------------

RUAPEHU LODGE JUNIORS AND OTHERS WEEK
MONDAY 30 AUGUST TO FRIDAY 3 SEPTEMBER
This year Juniors Week is again being run by Neil Hickman and John Simes at our Ruapehu
Lodge. This time is also open to others bearing in mind that Juniors bookings come first and any
others should be aware kids are excitable, noisy and robust.
The grandparents and parents love the R&R and for the little ones it is an out of this world
experience whether it’s skiing, tobogganing, wandering or just digging holes in the snow. While it
runs for a week, nights can be arranged to suit your time and budget.
For more info contact me and I can email you “All you need to know about Junior’s Week”.
neil.hickman@xtra.co.nz or ring me Neil 027 4413 285.

Neil

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

RUAPEHU LODGE VETERANS & ALL-COMERS WEEK
MONDAY 13 SEPTEMBER TO FRIDAY 17 SEPTEMBER
Planning on a great ski week at Mt Ruapehu?
Come join us this year
This trip is guaranteed to provide:Great food & wine
Great weather
Great snow for skiing walking or just looking at from the upper deck
Great company especially if you join us.
But the trip is not only for vets to come on, everybody is welcome. A good chance to bring friends
along to experience the club’s facilities, taste the pleasures of the mountain and enjoy the skiing
and perhaps join the club.
New to the club and or skiing you are welcome. Let a few of us older, mature, well perhaps
experienced, members show you the ropes so to speak. Come along and find out what a great
asset the club has on the mountain.
DECIDE NOW
SAY YES TO A SKI WEEK AT OUR RUAPEHU LODGE
For Vets week initially contact Russell Oliver, russell@gnawt.co.nz or 021 245 9596.

Russell
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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OCTOBER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS (START 4 OCTOBER)
Ssssh don't tell anyone!
The best kept secret on the mountain
Bluebird days - and few people on the mountain. Families are thinking about summer sports and
the child-free stay away because it's the holidays. For the last few years we've had a week or
more of bluebird weather at this time and few queues.
Come and join us at the lodge with the best view and newest facilities.
School holidays 1st week 4 - 8 October
a number of spaces still available
contact Kate Brownsword or 027 562 0177 or email the.brownswords@xtra.co.nz
School holidays 2nd week : 11 - 15 October
contact the Booking Officer on 027 451 2587 or email alison.newbald@gmail.com

FROM THE GENERAL COMMITTEE
August 2021
Annual General Meeting - Committee postions:
Dennis Page managed the Annual General Meeting very expeditiously. The following had
indicated they were willing to help manage your tramping club for the 2021-22 year – and were
declared elected:
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Trip Co-ordinator
Transport Officer
General Committee (6)

Vice-President Ruapehu
Ruapehu Secretary
Ruapehu Treasurer
Ruapehu Committee (8)

Social Committee (8)

Dennis Page
Graeme Lythgoe
Jim Cousins
Chris McMillan
Emma Dobbie
Doc Watson
Michelle White
Kate Brownsword
Bruce Miller
John Simes
Alison Newbald
Russell Oliver
Brendan Quirke

John Smeith
John Evans

Pamela Campbell
Cathy Priest
Carolyn Lyon
Julie Lewis

Doreen Courtenay
Helen Lukes
Sharman Robinson
Graeme McVerry

Sheldon Bruce
Ian McIlraith

It is notable that all those on the Social Committee have volunteered to continue in their role –
thank you! Julie will join them. She has taken responsibility for keeping the clubrooms superbly
clean for the past several years and recently took on managing Bookings for the hall and the
interaction with other regular users.
We are grateful to those members of the Ruapehu and General Committees who are not able to
continue their contributions to the management of the Club.
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All of the members of the Ruapehu Committee, except Kerei, have continued in their roles – thank
you too! But there is opportunity for 3 more people to help them manage the Ruapehu operation
over the next year.
Of those on the previous General Committee, Bo Yao and Derek have stepped aside. Michelle
has volunteered her energy and there is an opportunity for another member to join that committee.
But perhaps more seriously, we – and you – need a Secretary and a Transport Officer; a
Secretary so that the General Committee functions well without overloading other officers and a
Transport Officer so that everyone continues to have a reliable transport operation.
All of us owe a great deal to those who have volunteered - but some posts are unfilled.
Undoubtedly your club will limp along despite this, but it would function much better if all the tasks
are being undertaken by an enthusiastic volunteer. Please give conscientious thought to
contributing your energy to assisting the members of the Social, Ruapehu and General
Committees of our Club through the next year!
First Aid training:
We each should be prepared to deal with any medical emergency that happens on a tramping or
biking trip in the back-country or on a cycling trip or on a ski-field – and the best way to improve
one’s knowledge and skill is to attend a course with an experenced instructor. We have set up the
following ½ day opportunity for you to learn/refresh/practice your knowledge and to be prepared.
It will be run in conjunction with the Upper Hutt Walking and Tramping Club. There are a few
spaces left.
Emergency First Aid
Saturday 21st August 2021 8:30 am – 12:30pm.
First Aid Consultants - paramedics associated with Wellington Free Ambulance.
St Margaret's Presbyterian Church, 6 Dunns Street, Silverstream. (note: change of
venue)
Subjects to be covered:
•
CPR (adult)
•
hypothermia
•
soft tissue injury
•
burns
•
shock
•
breaks
•
choking
•
poisoning
•
skills for keeping people alive and comfortable if we are in a remote area
Cost to you:
$20 per participant (the General Committee has committed funds from the
Natusch Bequest to meet the rest of the cost of the course).
Date:
Instruction:
Venue:

The course will cover most of the common first aid challenges we are likely to meet - in the city
and the backcountry - so it is essential knowledge to have readily available. Please register your
intention to join this course with me, Murray Presland - ph (04) 562 8194; e-mail
murray.presland@xtra.co.nz - by 8 August, so I can keep you informed and register participants
with the Course Provider.
Heine Books – Auction and Sale (Friday 24, Saturday 25, September)
Arnold and Jan’s wonderful collection of books – New Zealand Mountaineering, Exploration,
Biography, History, Geology, Natural History and Conservation; Himalayan Mountaineering;
Travel in Asia/Central Asia; War history; novels and poetry; Reference – will be sold at the
Clubrooms during the weekend 24-25 September. Jan has generously donated the proceeds to
the FMC Mountain and Forest Trust.
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The most precious books will be sold by auction on Friday evening, 24 September. Dave
Bamford will display his considerable knowledge, wit and guile as auctioneer. A catalogue of the
lots will be available soon and e-mailed/postal bids will be accepted up to the day before the
auction (contact: secretary@hvtc.org.nz). Many, many more books will be offered for sale during
Saturday.
There are many wonderful volumes amongst the collection. Much work has been done to
categorise them and select books for the auction/sale already – the huge challenge has been to
NOT stop and read many of the books! – but much help will be needed to run the auction and sale
successfully. Jan, FMC Trust, Dave Bamford, Les Molloy, Alan Stevens, Murray Presland will all
be enormously grateful for all offers of assistance. Please contact Murray (ph 562 8194,
secretary@hvtc.org.nz) to volunteer to help!
The General Committee welcomes your comment on any Club issues at any time!

Murray Presland (former secretary - secretary@hvtc.org.nz)

RUAPEHU ROUNDUP
The season at Whakapapa is underway and, of course, there are newly crafted Rules and
Regulations to impede, sorry, enhance, your enjoyment of the Mountain. The much loved
Bookable Parking scheme has been extended to cover overnight parking at Top o’ the Bruce, but
still on only the busiest weekends (not week days) of the season, being from 31 July until 5
September. You have all already been emailed details of the required hoops to jump through. It
should actually not be onerous, but do make sure that you
book a park for whichever weekend nights you intend to
stay at the Lodge. It is anticipated that there will be
sufficient parking spots to meet demand.
School holiday weather was a mixed bag as usual,
including a storm which cut power to several Lodges,
though not ours. The kids always have a fine time whether
inside or out; the picture shows Daniel Brownsword
brushing up on his arial skills.
Coming up are Club Week 2 (23-27 August), Club Week 3,
the Juniors Week (30 August -3 September), Club Week 4,
the Veterans and Allcomers Week (13-17 September) and
the newly created Ladies Long weekend (13-17 August).
There are still spaces on all of these, although the Juniors
Week is almost full (insider tip: people often book for the
Juniors Week and then pull out so it is worthwhile going on
the waiting list for this one).
.

Ian McIlraith
for the Ruapehu Committee
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LIZ (ELIZABETH JEAN) DAVIS
17 September 1949 – 13th July 2021
Club members were saddened to hear that Liz Davis passed
away recently. Liz was introduced to HVTC by Vera de Graauw
in 2014 and enthusiastically joined in club activities. She was
already a keen sailor and enjoyed overseas adventures with her
husband Richard, daughters, Emily and Laura, as well as many
friends. She went to different and interesting places and we have
been privileged to hear about some of these trips at Club
evenings.
With Liz’s bubbly personality she was a great companion on day,
weekend and multi-day tramping and biking trips. She had a
steely determination to keep going, even when things got a bit
tough and would push herself so she wasn’t at the back, worried
about keeping people waiting. She was also a valued member of
the Social Committee and was standing again for this coming
year. It was because of her keen and enthusiastic involvement
that it feels as though Liz had been a member of the Club for
much longer than seven years.
Liz’s health issues flared up
again in 2019 when a fall while
skiing diagnosed cancer in her
pelvis. After treatment and a
hip replacement, she was keen to get back into club activities,
but realised it would take time. A small group of Club women,
some also with health issues, decided to meet and have coffee
and a gentle walk, if they so desired. As Liz’s health issues
continued, these catch-ups became more important, but her
positivity and determination to do some reasonable walks, also
led us to believe she was invincible. So while we were aware
Liz’s time with us was limited, none of us were prepared for the
speedy progression of her illness and were shocked by her
sudden death.
In typical Liz style, she didn’t want a funeral, but a party. So it
was on Wednesday, 21 July she was fare welled at Old St
Pauls, with wonderful tributes from her family and nursing
friends, followed by a party later that afternoon. The tributes
truly revealed how much she packed into her life and the
impact her passing will have on family and many friends.
To Richard, Emily, Laura and her grand-children and wider
family, we offer our sincere sympathy. Liz will be sadly missed
by us all, but we have some wonderful memories of times and
places shared with her.
Pat and walking buddies, Pamela, Sandra, Cathy, Carolyn, Doreen, Frieda, Helen and Robyn.
Photos: Pamela Campbell
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Pat Tristram

TRIP REPORTS
KAWEKAS
Queen’s Birthday weekend 2021
Andrew Robinson
The principal objective for my seventh Queen’s birthday weekend trip to the Kawekas was to visit
and hopefully to stay at Castle Camp. I was also interested to see where the wilding pines were
at. For years nothing had been done about them but from what I’d heard something was being
done at last.
There was a good amount of interest in the trip with the final number on it being seven. It was the
first time since Labour weekend last year I was on a club trip with no retirees.
We left the clubrooms 5pm on Friday and crawled our way up the Hutt Valley. After picking up
John at Te Marua the traffic flowed somewhat better. We stopped for tea at Carterton where all
the takeaway places were busy so it was an hour before we were off again. We eventually got to
the Kuripapango campground at 11:30pm. With frosty ground it was a chilly night.
The tramping started on Saturday with the biggest climb of the trip, from the Lakes carpark up to
Kuripapango. It was good to get the hardest part of the trip out of the way early and I was happy
with the pace of the group. Part way up it a young couple passed us, he walking his bike and she
on foot. I don’t know what they hoped to achieve because beggar all of the route would be
rideable. The wilding pines continue their relentless march and the landscape looks significantly
different now from what it did just five years ago. At the junction just past Kuripapango the sign
said 2.5 hours to Kiwi Saddle hut, but I was pretty confident it would only take 1.5 hours and we’d
be there in time for lunch. It was easy going from there to the hut, with just a couple of dips, and
even with stops to pull out wilding pines it was indeed only 1.5 hours to the hut. We had met the
young couple again not long after the
junction but don’t know whether or
not they made it as far as the hut.
We had lunch in the sun by the hut
then it was off along a ridge to Castle
Camp. The wind picked up
somewhat but being from the north it
wasn’t too cold. The temperature
was a remarkably consistent 9 most
of the day and when we found a
sheltered spot for a stop it was very
pleasant. With that 10 minute stop it
took us just over two hours from Kiwi
Saddle hut to get to Castle Camp.
The route was in the open until a few
minutes before the camp so were
Castle Camp
pleased to get into the bush and out
of the wind. Castle Camp is in a small clearing and if you think of a stand-up chicken coop
wrapped in plastic you’ve pretty much got it. It had a dirt floor and no bunks but a bench and seats
for about 8. There were plenty of nicely levelled tent sites in the trees so we pitched our tents then
it was time to start thinking about cooking tea. The plastic cladding made the shelter windproof
and it was easy enough to keep warm inside, especially with a couple of cookers going. The toilet
was an open-air one which wasn’t too bad actually. It was windy through most of the night and we
10
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had the odd shower but despite being 700m higher than at the Kuripapango campsite it was
considerably warmer.
Sunday we were headed for Mackintosh hut with an optional detour to Studholme biv and
Studholme Saddle hut and possibly Kaweka J, the highest point in the Kawekas. It depended on
the weather whether or not we did the optional detour. It was windy, murky and cold when we set
off but it looked like we weren’t
going to get any rain. Shortly
after Castle Camp we were out of
the bush and could see plenty of
evidence of wilding pine control in
the form of dead pine trees. Most
likely they had been sprayed.
After an hour we got to
Mackintosh Spur and decided it
was worth having a crack at
Studholme biv and hut, especially
since we could do it without our
packs.
Soon after leaving Mackintosh
Spur we started the descent to
Studholme biv and got out of the
wind so we’d made the right
Heading for Studholme Saddle biv
decision. It was a speedy descent
to the biv which is in a cosy little spot and has a nice clean and dry toilet. From the biv we headed
up a creek to Studholme Saddle hut which was only fifteen minutes away. I don’t know why there
is a hut and a biv so close together. The hut looked to have recently been done up and is now
lined. It is an even brighter shade of orange than it was previously. Andrew called it Chernobyl
orange. There was a notice in the hut to say wilding pines were being sprayed by helicopter
during May and June which was good news. From the hut we had a steep ascent towards Mad
Dog Hill. Near the top we were exposed to the wind again and it became difficult to stand up so
we turned off the track and sidled around to the track to Studholme Saddle. Once we got back
onto the main track, having given away the idea of going to Kaweka J, it was 40 minutes to
Mackintosh Spur, with some of us, especially John and Catharina, removing lots of pine seedlings
along the way. We figured it was worth pulling up the little ones that might get missed by the
spraying. Back at our packs most of us had a quick lunch, though because I didn’t explicitly say it
was lunchtime some didn’t. The spur is steep and mostly covered in pines which makes me
wonder what will happen when the pines are gone. The descent took an hour forty and it was a
pleasant surprise to find Mackintosh hut unoccupied. It was pleasing to see the marsh area in
front of the hut was still largely free of pines. I decided it was best to tackle the ones that could be
seen from the hut while the weather was okay. Andrew sat on the verandah of the hut and
directed me and shortly afterwards Catharina to where they were. It worked well because the
scrub was head high in places which made it difficult at times to see where the next one was.
After nearly two hours it was threatening to rain so we called it quits with probably more than 100
pines dealt with. The fire was going so it was nice and cosy in the hut.
On Monday we split into two groups. Andrew, Catharina and Jenny took the more direct but
slower route back to the Lakes carpark. John, Doc, Marina and I gave them a half hour head start.
Our route was flat for about half an hour then a steep descent to a bridge then a steep ascent.
John and I left Marina and Doc to take their time on the ascent while we carried on to do the
2.5km road walk to pick up the van. By the time we’d retrieved the van, picked up Doc and Marina
and returned to the Lakes carpark I reckoned we had plenty of time for the one-hour return trip to
the lakes before Andrew, Catharina and Jenny turned up. Without packs we motored along and
got to the lakes in twenty minutes. We spent a few minutes at the lakes then headed back. Only a
couple of minutes after leaving the lakes Andrew, Catharina and Jenny turned up. The trip out had
11
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taken them 3 hours and they had arrived at the van a couple of minutes after we left it according
to the note I’d left for them. Once we were all back at the van we headed for the Blowhard Bush
Reserve about twenty minutes down the road where we would have lunch then explore the
reserve. I knew nothing of the reserve but had seen it on the map and thought it might be worth an
explore. When we got there the carpark was pretty full which was an encouraging sign for a place
off the main road and a long way from any populated area. While we were discussing whether to
eat lunch in the van or not Andrew went and had a quick nosey and came back to report there
was a big shelter about 50m away. It was a decent size and clean and tidy. While we ate lunch we
were able to read a bit about the place, maintained by Forest & Bird. So that we weren’t too late
getting home we agreed to have an explore until 2pm which gave us 45 minutes. It didn’t take
long to discover it was well worth the visit. There was an abundance of birdlife, something that
had been sadly lacking over the previous two and a half days. There were lots of large trees of
several different species and also interesting rock formations, so next time I’m that way I’ll
schedule a longer visit. We stopped in Carterton for tea again on the way home, a much shorter
stop this time and were back at the clubrooms about 8 o’clock. It was another successful Kawekas
trip though I think I’ll make my next trip there a summer one.
Andrew and Catharina Fisher, Doc Watson, Jenny Cossey, John Evans, Marina Smith. Andrew
Robinson, leader.

Andrew

BARING HEAD TREE PLANTING
Graeme Lythgoe
Thursday 10 June 2021
A good group of us met
up and drove to the
Baring Head bridge
carpark to assist with the
start of this year's winter
planting. The GWRC has
a contract with the
Rimutuka Prison for the
supply of approximately
8,000 native plants which
are mainly destined for
the flatlands on either
side of the bridge and
also around the actual
lighthouse area. The
HVTC party were joined
by individuals from
Conservation Wellington
and Paula Warren and Jo
Greenman making
twenty in all. Jo had arrived with a trailer with approximately 800 plants all in PB1 size plastic
containers.
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Paula had already cleared many areas where the plants were to go and very usefully sprayed a
colour to indicate the type of plant to be bedded in each place. We planted mainly Coastal Flax
(Phormium cookianum) near the river and some Ngaio (Myoporum laetum) further back. The soil
was very easy to dig and the large group made good progress so that by lunchtime nearly all the
plants had been found a permanent home. The remaining task was to put matting around each
plant to retain moisture and help keep the weeds down. Again, these felt squares had been cut for
quick and easy placement.
The conditions were ideal with moderate temperature, no wind and some sunshine - goldilocks
weather! We finished up with afternoon tea at 3.30 enjoying the remains of the chocolate cake
and ginger slice not eaten in the morning break, plus mandarins - all supplied by Paula.
Members are encouraged to donate some of their time to helping plant the remaining 6,700 plants
over the next few months. The work does involve digging, bending and getting down on one’s
knees but can be done at one’s own pace and for as long or short a period as desired. (Ross
cycled from home and left after lunch). It is rewarding work and having done a lot of planting on
Mana Island I can vouch for the sense of satisfaction upon returning after a number of years and
seeing the mature trees and all the bird life they attract.
The members who attended this time were: Murray Presland, Paul Haines, Graeme Lyon,
Catherine Croucher, Patrick Fotheringham, Ross Jamieson, Derek Richardson, Bob Deller,
Graeme Lythgoe.

Friday 23rd July 2021
The largest contingent
of Club members to
date - eighteen of us arrived at the car park
for an 0930 hours start.
The day’s effort was
south of the bridge and
we began planting a
variety of trees - flax,
cosprosma repens,
kowhai, etc - in an area
abutting previous
efforts. The old adage
of “many hands….”
was never truer. At
morning tea time we
not only enjoyed some
ginger crunch supplied
by Paula Warren from
DOC, but also a huge
chocolate cake kindly
baked by Belynda.
Whilst we enjoyed those goodies Paula explained to us that the river - the Wainuiomata - was a
very rare example of an anastomising river. An anastomosing river is like a braided river but the
channels are stable. While braided rivers are driven by frequent gravel inputs with high water
flows, anastomosing rivers are more likely in lowland plains in rivers with lower energy. They
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usually have quite large stable dry areas between channels. The Wainuiomata lost all but one of
its channels when it was uplifted in 1855 and appears to be trying to become a multi-channel river
again.
We then walked down a section of the river bank to see the changes caused by the recent floods.
At midday a busload of young helpers from Garage Project arrived and we found our work being
taken over by them. Unusually, it appeared to me that there were not enough “chiefs” and too
many “workers”. Often it is the other way around! They only stayed a couple of hours before
heading off to another area.
The sun by now was quite hot and the southerly had died down making for a very warm afternoon.
Our final task was to put matting down around all the plants to encourage moisture retention.
Then we had an early tea break to eat up the cake before leaving.
Those who enjoyed a worthwhile day in the sun were: Belynda Jack and her friend Perminder
Kaur, Martin Watson, Patrick Fotheringham, Catherine Croucher, Bruce Miller, Murray Presland,
Martin Clapham, Jan Clayton-Greene, Jackie and Chris West, Elaine and Derek Richardson,
William Lao, Paul Haines, Bob Deller, Ross Jamieson and Graeme Lythgoe.
My thanks to you all.
If there are further opportunities for Club members to assist at Baring Head next month or later in
the year I will advise.

Graeme
ECCLESFIELD/SILVERSTREAM WALK
13 June
Jackie West
I introduced this walk which is based on Chris and my lockdown walks for the first time last year.
Because it proved popular I decided to lead it again. It takes less than five hours and for most
members is close to home which makes an ideal tramp for short winter days. There are a number
of entrances to the Silverstream bush so I chose Chichester Drive because there is plenty of
parking and the fork in the track a few minutes from the road end allows us to do a loop tramp.
After last year’s complaints about a late morning tea we started thirty minutes earlier at 9.30am
taking the sidle track to Ecclesfield Reserve. This track is the trickiest of the walks as it drops into
several gullies and in a couple of spots where the way ahead is not immediately obvious and
there are no orange track markers. The tracks in Ecclesfield Reserve are the clearest as they
were formed by Rangi Phillips before the reserve was gifted to Forest and Bird in 1965. We
walked down to the main entrance where a new information panel had been installed since last
year. I was interested to read that the Witako Reserve a 60 hectare area of regenerating bush
between Ecclesfield Reserve and Remutaka Prison which had been prison land was now DOC
land. This is probably why after morning tea we discovered that the old pine trees on this land
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which had been ring barked are few
years ago and were considered
dangerous had recently been felled.
We had morning tea at the lookout in
Ecclesfield Reserve before walking
through Witako Reserve to the water
tanks where we stopped to admire the
view up the Upper Hutt valley taking
particular interest in the building
progress on the former CIT site which
is going to be a sports centre. We
then had a short road walk down
Arundel Gr. and up Chatsworth Rd.
and into a pleasant patch of bush.
After retracing our steps we stopped
for lunch at the junction of three
tracks. Then we continued on,
stopping where the track splits either
to go on to the top of Blue Mountains
Rd. or down to the cars in Chichester
Drive, while people decided which
way they were going. After much
agonising Jim, Bob and Bernice
continued on as far as the four wheel
drive track before retracing their steps
while the rest of us returned to the
cars arriving at 1.30. No a long day but an enjoyable one.
Those on the tramp: Graeme, Michele and Dash Lythgoe, Jim Cousins, Bruce Miller, Bob and
Bernice Deller, Diana Rickman, Russel Oliver, Doreen Courtney and Chris and Jackie West
leader & Scribe.

Jackie
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PHOTOGRAPHIC FILLERS BY ANJA VAN KESTEREN
Plimmerton - Pukerua Bay circuit 25 July 2021

The views expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Hutt
Valley Tramping Club. Any queries or comments should be directed to the writer of the article.
Contributions to the Hills & Valleys are welcomed and encouraged but all are accepted on the
understanding that the Editor has the authority to make minor changes if deemed necessary, refer
back to the contributor for amendment, or return the contribution for amendment by the Writer.
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