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CLUB NIGHT PROGRAMME 
Starts 7:30 pm promptly 

 
 
 

4 May : Robert Tristram – Richmond Range and to John Tait and back 
While Wellington and Kapiti were being flooded during December of 2021, Robert and his friend 

Glen set off into the Richmond Ranges following the Te Araroa Trail. Robert was planning on 
getting to Arthurs Pass, or perhaps Tekapo. Glen was planning on going all the way to Bluff. 

Robert will give some details of the trip from Pelorus Bridge to John Tait Hut. And rain. 

11 May : Peggy Munn – Saxton/Leatham Loop 
In October 2021, seven  members of the Tararua Tramping Club managed to dodge Covid and 

road closures for a 6 day trip into the backblocks of Marlborough. A refreshingly different trip 
crossing a high country station and two conservation areas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Sales Table run by Graeme Lythgoe. Bring your cash and your saleable items. 
 

18 May : Les Molloy – Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan and Tibet 
In 2002, Les Molloy was one of two evaluators of China’s wildest and most diverse nomination to 

UNESCO for natural World Heritage – the Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan. This huge site 
encompasses the upper reaches of three great rivers – the Yangtze, Mekong and Salween. In this 
remote corner of China, the rivers tumble off the Tibetan Plateau and carve their way through the 

mountains of western Yunnan, parallel, and at times only 75km apart.   
Les’ talk will illustrate their 2-week horseback trek through this wild landscape, as well as his 2006 

journey from Yunnan up the ancient ‘Tea Horse Route’ to the source of these rivers in Tibet. 

25 May : Dennis Page – Garden of Eden Revisited 
In the 1998 edition of HV Tramping, Jan Heine published an article entitled 'The Could've Trip' that 

described an attempt to reach the Garden of Eden - An ice plateau in the central Canterbury 
Highcountry.  Dennis Page was a new member of HVTC in 1999 when the 1998 annual was 

distributed to members: He had equally strong desires to visit 'The Gardens' having learned of 
their existence as a teenager when participating on a high-school ski trip that was led by another 
club member, Maarten Vink.  Over 2003, Dennis and Jan got together and planned to make a trip 

into the GoE a reality - and the trip got underway commencing on New Year's Day of 2004.  
Tonight, as a tribute to Jan, Dennis will revisit the talk he gave in 2004 showing the challenges the 
trip party faced that necessitated a double crossing of the main divide and how Jan 'hacked it' with 

the young lads. 

1 June : John McCrystal – Mapping NZ and his “Singing the Trail” book 
John will introduce his book Singing the Trail’ (Allen & Unwin, 2019) which is the story of New 

Zealand as told through its maps. 



3             BJFM/H&V/Vol75/No04 
 

John McCrystal of Wellington has been working as a freelance writer since 1996, contributing to 
most of New Zealand’s leading newspapers and magazines and writing, co-writing and ghost 
writing over 50 non-fiction titles on an eclectic collection of subjects, ranging from corporate 

histories, a history of motoring in New Zealand, the history of Auckland’s Eden Park to (in his 
latest book) a collection of the stories of notable local and international shipwrecks.  

 

 
FORTHCOMING TRIPS 

 
 

TRIP CATEGORIES 

Tramping 

D Day walk or evening stroll 
T Overnight or longer tramp 

     Dog Friendly 

      Moonlight Walk 
Grade 1  Relaxed pace with plenty of rest stops. All terrain types may be encountered, 

occasionally off-track. Duration depends on the terrain and conditions, but is 
usually for no more than 6 hours per day. 

Grade 2  Steady walking pace with regular snack and drink breaks. Terrain may vary from 
flat river valleys to ridges above the bush line. Off-track travel may be involved. Up 
to 8 hours walking time per day, depending on conditions. 

Grade 3  Brisk pace with few drink and snack breaks. Terrain encountered is as for grade 2 
trips but the distance travelled is usually much further. More than 8 hours walking 
time per day. 

Family Family trip.  Very relaxed pace with plenty of rest stops.  Suitable for small children. 
WP Working Party.  Overnight or for a day.  Voluntary work on HVTC Ruapehu Lodge 

or a conservation project.  
 

NOTES 
Where there is no leader given for a trip, please contact the Trip Coordinator to volunteer to lead a 

trip, either as shown or an alternative. 
 
 

     
     

MAY 
     

tba  Route tba Ann Hayman 021 880 097 
     

5 – 6 T1+ Papatahi Hut (booked) Graeme Lythgoe 479 6630 
     

Sun 8  D1 Trip required   
     

Tues 10  Moonlight Walk - Te Whiti Riser Graeme Lyon 021 154 3850 
     

14 – 15 T1 Waiopehu hut Chris McMillan 569 9019 
 T2 Makaretu Stream Andrew Robinson 586 2438 

Sun 15 D1 Cattle Ridge Marina Skinner 021 792 260 
     

Sun 22 D1 Ecclesfield Reserve Jackie West 528 4697 
     

28 or 29 D1+ Norbett Creek loop Bob & Bernice 938 4685 
     

JUNE 
     

11th or 18th   Pencarrow Coast to Baring Head 
Lighthouse 

Geoff Wilkin 022 301 1080 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

SALES TABLE 
11 May 

Please bring along items that you wish to donate to this effort.  Home baking and preserves are 
especially welcome. Garden produce is also popular so bring along all the excess from you 

vegetable garden. Everyone else bring some cash to purchase some goodies with. 
 
 

HVTC RUAPEHU LODGE 

2022 FOOD RE-STOCK AND LODGE SPRUCE-UP WORK PARTY 

28 – 30 May 

Enthusiastic volunteers are needed to reprovision our Ruapehu Lodge. As we have done for the 
last few years, we will carry food up from the road end. It’s an excellent way to get or keep fit!  

Apart from shifting the food, we have many projects within and around the Lodge itself which are 
much less strenuous. Everyone is welcome, the more the merrier. A number of people will be 

travelling up during the day on Friday 28. 
Everyone interested please contact: - Kate Brownsword Phone 027 562 0177, e-mail  

"the.brownswords@xtra.co.nz". 
 

 

MATIU SOMES WORK PARTY 
18 – 19 June 

Our annual work party on Matiu Somes Island will take place this year on 18th -19th June. 
Bruce Miller and I are sharing the organisation of this year’s trip. While it is a few weeks away yet, 

this notice gives you an opportunity to plan ahead and hopefully volunteer to come along. We 
have Education House booked, and I can take 9 others with me. 

Volunteers need to be prepared to do any tasks given to us by the DOC rangers. Previous work 
parties have cleared tracks, sanded and painted walls and windows, and spread new gravel on 

tracks. 
Nearer the time Bruce will send out further information to volunteers on what to bring, meeting 
place and time, as well as the DOC Volunteer Agreement form we are required to complete. 

If you would like to come along, please email me at jma.lewis@xtra.co.nz or text 021 2932 118. 

Julie Lewis 
 

FROM THE GENERAL COMMITTEE 
 

From the General Committee:                                                                                        May 2022 
 
Club Meetings. 
With the move back to the Covid-19 Orange setting, we have returned Club meetings back to the 
Clubrooms.  It has been heartening to see the large number of members happy to attend these 
“real” meetings!  While Zoom meetings remain part of our armoury in maintaining contact amongst 
Club members, they will not be a regular part of our meetings – being used whenever speakers 

4 – 5   Queen’s Birthday   
 T1 Trip required   
 T2 Top Gorge hut Andrew Robinson 586 2438 

Sat or Sun D1 Kohekohe flowers Tawa bush Graeme Lyon 021 154 3850 
     
     

mailto:the.brownswords@xtra.co.nz
jma.lewis@xtra.co.nz
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are engaged from outside the region, to “bring” them to the Clubrooms, and occasionally in joint 
Clubrooms/Zoom meetings just to maintain contact with the wider membership. 
Reminders:   
From the meeting on 4 May, the Club meetings will begin at 7.30 pm. 
Please do not come to the Clubrooms if you are unwell – to protect others from infection. 
We expect that all those attending in the Clubrooms are fully vaccinated against Covid-19. 
Please wear a mask inside the Clubrooms, except while eating and drinking during supper – to 
protect yourself and others from infection. 
 
 
Electronic copies of Jan Heine's Hospice Biography Available to those Members that are 
interested 
Thanks to the generosity of Jan's extended family, an electronic copy of Jan's abbreviated life 
story, compiled while she was at Te Omanga Hospice, has been made available to club 
members.  Rather than do a 'wholesale' release where copies might fall into other hands where 
Jan's story is not of relevance, the General Committee has agreed that copies can be made 
available to any member upon request.  If you would like a copy (note it is 8-9 MB in file size) 
please e-mail Dennis Page via dennismpage@gmail.com and he will happily send you a copy. 
 
Orongorongo Valley Huts. 
The Department of Conservation is seeking expressions of interest from organisations willing to 
manage private huts in the Orongorongo Valley as the leases are surrendered or expire.  No huts 
in the Valley will be held in private ownership beyond 2050.  Ask for the DoC brochure if you are 
interested in the opportunity to manage an Orongorongo hut. 
The General Committee does not believe any of the private huts in the Valley would be suitable 
for the Club to take up ownership of and manage public access to.  Instead we are re-establishing 
a Community Agreement for Papatahi Hut, with contributions to maintenance expected and a 
guarantee of access, reduced across weekends but more freely available mid-week.  In the 
meantime DoC has restored our ability to book the Papatahi Hut for Club trips. 
 
Te Araroa Trail 
Te Araroa Wellington Trust is seeking expressions of interest from people keen to join the 
Trustees, to expand the range of skills amongst the present team.  Of course, the primary 
requirement is enthusiasm for, and interest in, Te Araroa and walking access across Aotearoa, but 
there is much other experience that they wish to add.  Ask for a copy of the Information Pack if 
you might be interested! 
 

                        Murray Presland   (once upon a time - 
secretary@hvtc.org.nz ) 

 
 
 

RUAPEHU ROUNDUP: 

Custodian  
We're delighted to welcome back Laura Bruce as our lodge custodian for the 2022 winter season. 
Laura will be at the lodge full time as well as working as a ski instructor at Whakapapa.  
 
Replacement stove/oven  
Last year we were very kindly donated a catering-size stove for the lodge, thanks to Hawkes Bay-
based club member Kev Webb. We've been on the look out for a new stove for a number of years 
as the two we currently have are reaching the end of their lives. We have worked out that the new 
larger stove should run on our two-phase electrical supply but will require some new wiring. More 
excitingly, given that it weighs 250kg, it will require a helicopter to get it up the mountain. This will 
be a project for this summer.  

mailto:dennismpage@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@hvtc.org.nz
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Winter Health Precautions  
Vaccine passes will no longer be required for most weeks at the lodge - however, named trip 
leaders for particular weeks can request that everyone on their trip to the lodge is fully vaccinated.  
As in previous years, if you or any of your ski/board group have cold or flu like symptoms, please 
stay home - there is no charge to cancel or change your booking.  
In addition, this year, we are asking everyone coming to the lodge to undertake a RAT (rapid 
antigen test) before they leave to travel to the mountain. Please bring extra RATs with you in case 
you develop symptoms during your time at the lodge. This is particularly important if you routinely 
suffer from hayfever or morning snuffles, for instance.  
If you develop cold/flu symptoms during your stay at the lodge, you will be asked to take a RAT, 
and if positive, isolate in your bunkroom until departure home can be arranged. The Ruapehu 
committee recognises that it may difficult to be stuck up the mountain with an unwell child or 
unwell yourself. We are relying on our supportive club culture to help get each other through a 
potentially tricky situation, just as we would with any such challenge in the outdoors.    

 

Kate - on behalf of the Ruapehu committee.  

 

 
 

SINGING THE TRAIL 
The story of New Zealand through its maps - and the story of the 

explorers who made those maps. 
Here is a “taster” for John McCrystal’s 1 June 2022 clubnight presentation 

 
‘Singing the Trail’ (Allen & Unwin, 2019) is the story of New Zealand 
as told through its maps. It begins with the oral ‘maps’ made by early 
Polynesian and Māori settlers: waypoints, lists of places in songs, 
chants, karakia and stories and legends that showed direction and 
noted features of the whenua that were of interest and value to those 
who first encountered and settled these isles. 

Centuries later came the great European navigators, Abel Tasman 
and then James Cook. Their cartography placed New Zealand on the 
wider world map, as drawn by Europeans using precision instruments 
and mathematical methods of representation. With the outline of the 
coast located and defined, it was left only to fill in the blanks. 
Following in the footsteps of the mariners, it was the turn of the 

surveyors, explorers, rockhounds, gold diggers and politicians to negotiate the internal detail. 
Each successive pass over the land added detail, according to the methods used to record the 
land and the features that caught the mapmaker’s eye. Slowly but surely, maps of New Zealand 
began to resemble what we regard as the map of New Zealand. 

New technologies such as remote sensing from space and computer modelling produce different 
and unfamiliar views of our country — Aotearoa New Zealand as the exposed portion of the great 
continent of Zealandia, warming New Zealand, shrinking New Zealand (as sea level rises), shaky 
New Zealand… Through these, we continually see our home in new and often unsettling ways. 
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TRIP REPORTS 
 
 
 

WAITEWAEWAE 

04-08 April 2022 
Murray Presland 

 

It’s really a long story that began about 100 years ago with the search for a route into the Upper 
Otaki catchment.  There were well-established farming and forestry operations in the lower Otaki 
Valley, reaching up to the Forks and into the Waiotauru Valley – but no-one had solved the 
challenge posed by the Otaki Gorge until a route was discovered up the smaller Waitatapia 
tributary valley, Saddle Creek, across the Plateau and down Arapito Stream.  It’s the route that, 
with some modifications due to slips along the Waitatapia Valley , is still used to reach 
Waitewaewae – and it seems to take an increasingly longer time to traverse! 

 

In 1934 members of the Hutt Valley Tramping Club built the first Waitewaewae Hut (called Whare-
iti), constructed of canvas over a beech sapling frame, with an iron chimney – just a little upstream 
from the present hut.   Waitewaewae Hut II, with a more solid timber frame, cut and adzed on the 
site + iron cladding, was built also by members of the Hutt Valley Tramping Club in 1949-50 – 
about ½ km upstream of the present hut, near the swing bridge across the Otaki River.  We are 
now into the memory realm of many present Club members!  There are plenty of stories of 
journeys through the area during which a sojourn at Waitewaewae figures – a welcome shelter for 
many, particularly if it was raining!  And it was the destination for regular work parties to maintain 
the hut. 

However by 1989 the site of Waitewaewae II had deteriorated.  A large grassy flat down by the 
river had been obliterated, the grass field in front of the hut was developing into a swamp as a 
stream and slip threatened the hut from behind.  A herculean effort had been made to replace the 
punga log toilet with a brand new edifice and huge “long drop” beneath, but the Department of 
Conservation decided that a new hut was required.  Ron Pynenburg selected the site for 
Waitewaewae III and Club members put in several days of work preparing it for the construction 
by contracted builders.  The new toilet from Waitewaewae II was floated down the river and a pit 
dug in difficult ground well away from the new hut.  Waitewaewae II was demolished by an 
enthusiastic group of “vandals” in 1992. 

Club members have continued maintenance work parties to Waitewaewae Hut, though 
increasingly spasmodically despite formal Maintenance Agreements with DoC.  The hut became a 
major component of the Te Araroa Trail through the Tararua Range, leading to increasing visits, 
but Nicholas Boyack and Louise Gibson have continued to visit, keeping the hut tidy and removing 
rubbish.  Most recently DoC has sought to develop partnerships with commercial enterprises and 
volunteer groups to help in its maintenance of huts and tracks.  It is now a partner in the Back 
Country Trust, contributing funds to it and enabling the Trust to make grants to volunteer groups. 

The Tararua Aorangi Remutaka Huts Committee, formed in 1988 amongst clubs that “owned” huts 
in the ranges, has been funded with the equivalent of hut fees from huts in the region but is now in 
the process of opening up membership to all with an interest in recreation in the three ranges.  
There is a ton of encouragement to we trampers to revive a contribution to the creation and 
maintenance of huts and tracks – and incidentally to regain the camaraderie, exhaustion and 
enjoyment in generating more experiences in our recreation in the ranges. 
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So, six Club members spent the week Monday 4 April – Friday 8 April on a Work Party at 
Waitewaewae.  First, we parked at the “new” road end, before Blue Slip, crossed the slip and 
walked (about an hour) into Parawai Hut for the night.  It is a long journey into the hut – and it 
seems to be getting longer! - though we did spend time removing windfalls and tagging parts of 
the route, and it began to rain during the afternoon.  DoC had purchased the cleaning materials 
that we would need and flown them all into the hut, but we were also carrying some tools and – 
John has not forgiven me! – a bow saw for the wood 
shed and two firebricks to refurbish the hut stove.  (I had 
done a 3-day reconnaissance trip in January to replace 
the broken door latch and check what we would need.)  
For the next two days, everyone beavered away at 
“hutwork”. 

Most of the planned tasks were completed - cleaned the 
interior walls; cleaned windows (in and out); cleaned and 
mould-treated the 7 older mattress covers (that should 
be replaced, but are usable in the meantime); cleared 
growths off the clearlight roofing (though some dirt 
remains trapped between overlapping sheets); cleaned 
out all the gutters - so water collection works properly, 
and there is no overflow at the back of the hut; replaced 
some rotted fascia woodwork; scrubbed and treated all 
of the outside seating and balustrade; spray-treated the 
deck, steps and ramp plus the "undercarriage" of the 
deck and the hut; cleared the drain around the back of 
the hut; removed sapling trees around the helipad as well as trimming reed grass on the pad; 
removed some taller beech saplings close to the north side of the hut which would eventually 
shade the building; repaired the cracked window;  thoroughly cleaned the toilet;  collected and 
stored plenty of firewood.  Because of showers throughout Wednesday, we did not manage to de-
rust and paint flashing on the clearlight roof over the deck – a task for next summer.  I was 
disappointed that “our” dunny had vanished - just a slight depression in the soil remaining – 
replaced by a plastic Norski edifice around the back of the hut!  On Friday we walked out – 
another 8 hour journey! 

The team was a great bunch of hard-
working old HVTC  trampers – Jackie 
West, who made sure we all behaved, 
and dined, well, Chris West, John Fox, 
Marty Clapham, David McQueen and 
Murray Presland, who all endlessly told 
exaggerated stories of past 
adventures.  Thank you, everyone!  I 
hope that many Club members will 
volunteer for future Work Parties in to 
Waitewaewae – they are very 
enjoyable and rewarding!  Next 
summer we plan to paint the roof and 
exterior of the hut.  Scaffolding, maybe 
a pump and water-blaster, painting 
equipment, perhaps the participants, 
will be flown in to the newly expanded 
helipad! 

Murray 
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RUAHINE RAMBLE EASTER 2022 
Kirsten Reid 

 

Anna, Chris and Kirsten were farewelled from the club rooms by Murray who sadly couldn't join 
us. With Chris’s original Raglan trip on hold due to covid, the new plan for the weekend was a 
Rangiwahia - Howletts - Iron Gates - Triangle Huts circuit. A four night trip in total.  

 

After dinner at Bulls we enjoyed a beautiful starlit and moon filled walk to Rangiwahia from the 
Renfrew Road ending. It was a stunning night for an evening tramp. We arrived at a warm and 
cozy Rangiwahia about 10pm and quickly settled for the night. 

 

On Good Friday we rose to a stunning sunrise with Ruapehu 
and Ngauruhoe looking magnificent under the pinks of the 
sunrise. We set off early for the main range. The day looked 
perfect for a climb along the tops, the clear night leaving the 
trail crunchy with ice and the plants frosted. 

We made the junction on the main range in good time and took in our planned route across the 
tops. The huge ridgeline around to Te Hekenga and onto Howletts hut looked amazing, but too far 
away with our limited daylight hours, despite the incredible weather. A  change of plan was 
needed. Chris contemplated the task ahead.  

As the weather gods were so kind to us and the tops calling, we dropped our packs and climbed 
Maungamahue. It was a perfect day for a climb and a great opportunity to have a recce, check out 

the unmarked track and see how big a task it would 
have been to get to Howletts by nightfall. We could 
hear the sound of the Roar across the ranges and 
were in awe of the stunning views 
and tarns that would make a great 
place to camp next time and get a 
head start for the tops circuit. 

After soaking up the views from 
the peak we returned to the junction and enjoyed a well deserved lunch in the 
sun enjoying one of those awesome tramping moments.  

The only way to Triangle Hut was down. The track was fairly good through 
tussock then beautiful bush and forest. Some steep sections especially as we 
approached the river. We arrived at the hut after a short stretch of beautiful 
boulder strewn river travel, settled and collected firewood. We were later 
joined by 3 year old Olly and his Mum and Dad. His Dad had carried him in a 
backpack with a bag full of gear attached to the bottom of the back pack! Very impressive as it 
was STEEP! Mum had a backpack too. Olly was great company sharing his story book with 
Kirsten and even swapped an Easter Egg for a snake lolly with Anna.  

On Saturday morning we had a beautiful walk, criss-crossing down the narrow, steep sided Oroua 
River valley to Iron Gate Hut. The sun shining on the running water was magical. The coldness of 
the water woke us up while the boulders and tree-fall added to the adventure. There were plenty 
of signs of deer as we scrambled beside and through the crisp waters. Our river travel was broken 
by one steep climb up and over a saddle, through an ancient beech forest, before heading back 
down back to the Oroua River and soon after the hut. 
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Iron Gate hut is in great shape in a wonderful spot by the river, 
with some awesome pools for swimming in the summer. We 
enjoyed having lunch in the warm sun. Having spotted a 
possible trail directly up the spur from 
the saddle, Chris studied the hut 
book and maps to see if there was 
any talk of a more direct way to get 
from Iron Gate to Rangiwahia. In the 
Hut Book Gordon Groube regularly 
wrote in green pen that he had come 
direct to the hut from Rangi via 
Mangahuia to check on the trapline. 
Chris studied the map and we 

decided to try Gordons trapline route back up to the main range the next 
day! The hut quickly filled with people and Bex the dog. With the fire 
going, all bunks taken and more sleeping on the floor and benches it 
was a toasty night!  
 
Easter Sunday we woke early excited for the unknown! We made our 
way back up the river and onto the saddle at the start of the spur. 
Although an unmarked route, Gordons pink blaze tape and the regular 
trap boxes along the trap line made the trail up to Mangahuia fairly easy to follow. The stags 
continued to roar and we came across a deer wallow in the forest, as well as lots of colourful 
mushrooms and fungi. The forest and bush were stunning - the colours and textures were just 
beautiful!  
 
The going got slower and tougher as we made our way up into the scrub and leatherwood, but 
passable thanks to Gordon’s blazed route which kept us on track as we climbed up the steep 
sided spur to Mangahuia. The views were spectacular. We stopped for lunch out of the wind for a 
much needed refuel before our final climb to the top.  
 

We reached the ridgeline, climbed over 
Mangahuia peak and had a lovely 
wander back down to Rangiwahia.  After 
our final hearty dinner and dessert feast, 
with no bunks booked and the hut filling 
up, Chris retired to sleep on the deck 
and Anna and Kirsten shared Anna’s 
tent. We were treated to another 
gorgeous sunset, a breezy, beautiful full 
moon night, and more roars in the 
background.  

  
We awoke early on Monday, packed up and experienced the beautiful trail in sunlight as we 
enjoyed the lovely return walk back down to the car. We hung on for breakfast and coffee at Flat 
Hills on our way home - a well deserved stop, delicious food, super service and breakfast outside 
in the sunshine. Perfect.  
  
Thank you Chris for leading a wonderful exciting trip and the all round good company. 

 

Kirsten 
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THE ELUSIVE SNOW LEOPARD? 

 

 

 

Endangered snow leopard spotted at Ruapehu. Some older members of the club went outside 
checking for spoor but found no sign. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC FILLERS 

 

Here are a number of images of happy trampers on recent trips, borrowed from the club’s 
Facebook page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The views expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Hutt 
Valley Tramping Club. Any queries or comments should be directed to the writer of the article. 
Contributions to the Hills & Valleys are welcomed and encouraged but all are accepted on the 
understanding that the Editor has the authority to make minor changes if deemed necessary, refer 
back to the contributor for amendment, or return the contribution for amendment by the Writer. 

 

 

 

 

 


