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WEDNESDAY NIGHT PROGRAMME
Starts 8.00 pm promptly

®
®

WEDNESDAY 9 MAY
Jan Arts : Fiji
Pam Smith : HVTC Personalities

WEDNESDAY 16 MAY
Open Night
Sales Table run by Graeme Lythgoe. Bring your cash and your saleable items.

WEDNESDAY 23 MAY
Ivan Andrews : FMC Youth Scholarship West Coast Trip

WEDNESDAY 30 MAY
Janie Cook : Cycling through Europe.

WEDNESDAY 6 JUNE
Julie & Chris Owens : Macpac Products

S FORTHCOMING TRIPS S

TRIP CATEGORIES

Tramping B Cycling
T = Overnight or longer tramping trip N .
D = Day tramp (f«‘% = Very easy ﬁ) = Intermediate
® = Dog Friendly _
& = Moonlight Walk @ = Easy M = Advanced

NOTES
Where there is no leader given for a trip, please contact the Trip Coordinator to volunteer to lead
a trip, either as shown or an alternative.

MAY
Sat tha @ Dalefield-Belvedere-Hururua Dennis Page 970-6901
4 -6 RUAHINE FOREST PARK — Hikurangi Range
T2 Purity hut Andrew Robinson 586 2438
Central Hawkes Bay cycling E;amnzr& Robyn 569-5996
Sun6 D1 Plimmerton — Pukerua Bay Tony Birtwistle 934 9229
11 -13 TARARUA FOREST PARK - Poads Road
T1 Leader required
Sun13 D1  Wainui Water Collection area Nick McBride 021 410 551
18 - 20 TARARUA FOREST PARK — The Pines
T2* Tarn Ridge Hut Keith Thomas 027 535 6176
Sun20 D1 Colonial Knob - Titahi Bay Kate Livingston 021 073 1953
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25 =27 TARARUA FOREST PARK - Otaki Forks
T1* Waitewaewae hut Alan Geeves 0274 488 014
Sun27 D1 Five Mile Track-Cattle Ridge Emma Dobbie 027-252-5045
Tue29 Lowry Bay Loop Paul Haines 589-7484
JUNE
Sat tha Wellington — Round the Bays Graeme Lythgoe  479-6630
1-4 KAWEKA FOREST PARK — Makahu Saddle
T1  Middle Hill hut Andrew Robinson 586 2438
D1/ Melling - Keith George MP ride and Pat and John 569-6705
Sat 2 walk Tristram
Sun3 D1  Battle Hill - Abbott Russell Oliver 021-245-959
Mon4 D1  Whakanui Track Pamela Campbell 565-1249

UPCOMING EVENTS

SALES TABLE
9 May

Please bring along items that you wish to donate to this effort. Home baking and preserves are
especially welcome. Garden produce is also popular so bring along all the excess from you
vegetable garden. Everyone else bring some cash to purchase some goodies with. Prices are
always reasonable.

HVTC RUAPEHU LODGE
2018 FOOD RE-STOCK AND LODGE SPRUCE-UP WORK PARTY
8-10 JUNE 2018

Enthusiastic volunteers are needed to reprovision our Ruapehu Lodge. As usual, on arrival at
Iwikau we will be loading the food onto the chairlift, then riding the chairlift to Hut Flat and helping
to shift the food around the head of Tenants Gulley to the Lodge. The use of the chairlift is, of
course, weather dependent

Apart from shifting the food, we have many projects within and around the Lodge itself which are
much less strenuous.

Everyone is welcome, the more the merrier. A number of people are needed during the day on
Friday 8, to travel to the mountain before the chairlift closes for the night.

Everyone interested please contact: - John Simes Phone 04 565 0259, e-mail

john.e.simes@gmail.com
Uokn Sines
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CALL FOR CLUB COMMITTEE MEMBERS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE HVTC.
25 JULY 2018

We’re looking for people to consider joining one of the club’s three committees at the annual
general meeting in July.

People with new ideas and energy are welcomed for the General Committee, Ruapehu Committee
and the Social Committee. In return, you’ll get an inside view of the club and a chance to
contribute to the success of our club.

The three committees ensure the club runs smoothly. Responsibilities are:

General Committee — Overseeing the club, including finance, health and safety, trips,
transport, gear, clubrooms, membership and policies.

Ruapehu Committee — Running the Ruapehu lodge, including finance, health and safety,
maintenance, administration and bookings.

Social Committee — Organising social activities, including club nights, photo competition
and other fun stulff.

The General Committee is looking for a new secretary and vice-president, plus anyone interested
in standing as a committee member.

Please see Secretary Marina Skinner for nomination forms. The closing date for nominations is 27
June, and the AGM is on 25 July.

If you're interested in becoming a committee member, please speak to President Phaedra Upton
(phaedra.upton@gmail.com) or Secretary Marina Skinner (marinaskinner@xtra.co.nz) or members
of the current committees.

2018 HVTC PHOTO COMPETITION
1 August 2018

We invite all those interested in participating in the 2018 HVTC Photo Competition to start
hunting through your photos to decide which ones you'll enter ©.

The competition will be held on club night on Wednesday 1 August - and the winners will go
forward to the FMC competition before the deadline of 15 September. Because the two
competitions are aligned, we have to closely follow the FMC rules when running our competition.

Categories: The number of categories for the last couple of years has been reduced to only the
six choices listed below (we do urge you check out the FMC rules for the various categories
before sending in your entries to us — their link is https://www.fmc.org.nz/photo-competition/)

Above bushline (with no human element)
Above bushline (with a human element)
Below bushline (with no human element)
Below bushline (with a human element)
Historic

Native flora and fauna

Tmoow»
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Please note: All photos must be taken in New Zealand and should be between 1mb and 5mb in
size. Entries for the contemporary categories must be taken after 1 January 2016 (hhmm don’t
know how they can tell the date of the photos in some instances!) Any photos taken prior to this

date will automatically be entered into the historic category.

But WAIT ....there’s more
There are also categories that are just HVTC-related for our club competition - but the winners and
runners-up don’t go forward to the 2018 FMC competition

They are:
. Topical
Personality
Hut or Camp Life
Overseas
Novice
Prints

FrXSTIE

And the rules re processing are:
e Adjustments for exposure, white balance, contrast and levels are allowed
e Cropping is allowed, as is stitching for panoramic shots
e But, removal or insertion of features not in the original image are not allowed.

Photo Collating: Murray Presland has very kindly offered to be our photo collator again this
year. This role is pivotal to the competition and we are very grateful for his help.

Murray has asked if you would please ensure that each image offered has a title. Also, as you can
see above, each of the categories is labelled from A — L — please ensure you prefix each photo
with the letter denoting the correct category for your photo. This will help Murray collate all
your entries into the appropriate categories — before he then saves them all into one folder to be
forwarded on to the judge.

Murray is happy to accept the entries on disc, memory stick or e-mailed to him as an attached file -
murray.presland@xtra.co.nz. The deadline for your entries to Murray is Wednesday 27 June.

Happy shapping ©

fbﬁﬁ&w%%%%&lﬁ&w

for HVTC Social Committee

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
Please join us in welcoming Marilyn Sickels as a new member of the Club.

CHANGE OF EMAIL ADDRESSES
Please remember to advise the Membership Secretary if your email address changes.

leene Davies and Reith Thomas

Membership Officers
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TRIP REPORT

42 TRAVERSE AND FISHERS TRACK
16-18 March 2018

Andrew Robinson

The walkers doing the Old Ghost Road had a couple of warm-up tramps planned so | thought I'd
offer a warm-up ride for the bikers. Only Murray of the Old Ghost Road bikers was able to make it
but I did get 5 other takers. | chose the club lodge for accommodation. Although it requires a walk
of 20 to 30 minutes over rough terrain in the dark at the end of a working day | prefer that to the
cheaper option of tenting. The lodge has a combination lock on the door and when | was told it at
our stop in Levin | spent a few minutes thinking of a mnemonic before coming up with - Ruapehu
Lodge's number is ...

Saturday's ride was the 42 Traverse which I'd done a
couple of times before. It involved a bit of vehicle
: 3 shuttling since it starts and finishes at different places.
i 3 i i 4.3 Rosie's misfortune to be not up to riding because of a
i3 Y A :-Ii bad cold made the shuttling easier for the rest of us.
LT : The weather was very pleasant so the four of us
r.,‘% s o o waiting while the other three shuttled didn't mind the

The 42 Traverse

wait. We eventually started biking at midday. Three
4WD vehicles headed off ahead of us and we
wondered if we would see them again. The plan was
to have a late lunch at Waione Stream which comes at
the end of a long downhill. The track as far as where
the downhill began was in better condition than I'd
expected given very heavy rain in the area a couple of weeks ago. My memory of the downhill
was it was great apart from a greasy, rutted section in the middle. That’'s pretty much how it was
except the rutted section was shorter and less rutted than | remembered, so | was pleased about
that.

After Waione Stream we encountered occasional patches of mud and we caught up with the
4WDs on a steep one. The story was something like the first vehicle made it up, the second one
got stuck and used its winch to pull itself up. The one in front then turned around to winch out the
third one. They went ahead of us and we caught up with them again not long after at another mud
hole. That was just short of a well-marked washout that recently a 4WD had somehow failed to
negotiate and had plunged about 50 metres down a steep bank before coming to rest where it still
sat. Apparently the vehicles we saw were going to attempt salvage but to us it looked to be too big
a job for them.

The 42 Traverse track elevation profile and features. Graphic: DOC

We had a small downhill back to the stream which was followed by a long uphill. The uphill was
longer but not as steep as | remembered it. We did have a brief stop to pick blackberries on the
way up and it felt like payback for the scratches I'd got from blackberry vines on one of the earlier
trips. After a quick afternoon tea at the top it was mostly downhill to the Whakapapa River, the last
few kilometres on gravel road where we saw a surprising number of 4WD vehicles. | was
anticipating a bit of a grind up to Owhango to finish but it wasn't steep and only took fifteen
minutes.

After dinner we discussed various options for the next day's ride. The ride | had planned would
require vehicle shutting so | was keen to explore other ideas but the other suggestions were either
too short or too far away so we went with the original plan of doing Fishers track, billed as 95%
downhill. There would also be a bonus ride down the Bruce Road for those who weren't driving
the first part.

6 BJFM/H&V/Vol71/No04



On Sunday morning the conditions were almost perfect for the short blast down the Bruce Road
from the skifield down to Whakapapa Village for Debbie, lan, Keith and me. Just a slight headwind
on part of it meant we didn't quite maintain an average of 50km/hr. Fishers track starts at the
National Park railway station. While the three drivers shifted the vehicles the other four of us had a
relaxing wait at the station café. | can recommend their massive scones, so big they are served
with a knife and fork. Fishers track is mostly downhill, so Rosie was able to join us although she
still had a terrible cough. The track is now part of the Mountains to Sea Great ride which possibly
means it gets a bit more attention than it otherwise would. The two short very greasy sections |
remembered from the one other time | did it had been gravelled so for the second day in a row it
didn't matter that my rear tyre didn't have a great deal of tread on it. The track didn't seem to have
suffered much from the recent heavy rain apart from a couple of small slips. About halfway down
the descent the track changes from a gravelled 4WD track to a dirt farm track but remains very
rldeable (and in fact remains a public road). From the end of the dirt track we had about 12km of
) - y unsealed Upper Retaruke Road to the Anzac
® memorial near Kaitieke. It’s in the middle of
i nowhere but apparently attracts crowds on Anzac
Day.

We were fortunate to have good weather both
riding days - it is rather a long way to go for a
couple of rides that are not actually that long. My
thanks to the participants for their patience during
the shuttling and a special thanks to the drivers
for the use of their vehicles. Trip participants:
Andrew Robinson (leader), Debbie Bainbridge,
lan Mcllraith, Keith Thomas, Murray Presland,
© Backpacker Guide Paul Labett, Rosie Doole.

Ardrew

HISTORY

The following was found by Max Bruce among the “Club Reports” in the 1950 edition of “THE
NEW ZEALAND SKI YEAR BOOK”

HUTT VALLEY TRAMPING CLUB

The past year has been an outstanding one for the
C/! u b 6-9ng saction. A proposal to build a hut
on Mt Ruapehu received generous support from
both ski - ing and non - ski- ing members and with

adequate support on working parties, what was
once a dream quickly became a reality.

Work was commenced in March, the building we nt
up over Easter and by Kingdbs Birthday weekend
our hut was a cosy and comfortable for the winter. At present, the hut consists of one

room which serves as living room and bunk room combined and a porch for coats, skis,

etc. Already plans are being drawn  up to add a ski room next summer and a separate

bunk room as soon as finances permit.
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The result of all this activity was that last season, more club members spent more time
Ski- ing than ever before. Concurrently more club members suffered more bruises and
sprain than ever before, but fortunately only one member broke a bone.
The Club championships were revived for the first time since the war and the placings
were: -

Senior: O. Glogau (1 ), N. Pattle (2 @), | Powell (3 7).

Junior: N. Elvines (1 $t), S. Muff (27), J. Chandler (3 ).

Women: Mrs. J. Forsyth (1 st), Miss. A. Clewer (2 "), Mrs. E Glogau (3 ).

FLYING HIGH: THE PHOTOGRAPHY OF LLOYD HOMER
EXHIBITION

Expressions Whirinaki Arts & Entertainment Centre, 836 Fergusson Drive, Upper
Hutt

Landscape photography by one of New Zealand's most acclaimed science photographer, Lloyd
Homer.

Selected from the collection of GNS Science of over 10,000 photographs, often taken in extreme
conditions, this exhibition celebrates the work of Lloyd Homer and the majestic landscape of
Aotearoa.

The views expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Hutt
Valley Tramping Club. Any queries or comments should be directed to the writer of the article.
Contributions to the Hills & Valleys are welcomed and encouraged but all are accepted on the
understanding that the Editor has the authority to make minor changes if deemed necessary, refer
back to the contributor for amendment, or return the contribution for amendment by the Writer.
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